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University makes city world famous

Malmö’s maritime university attracts officials from near and
far.

By Rode Möller.

Malmö: The WMU, World Maritime University in Citadellsvgen,
is on the verge of making Malmö world famous. At least in maritime
circles. Firstly it is the only university of its kind in the
world, the education is good, the teachers are good, — yes,
everything is good apart from the finances.

Responsible for these words is Mr. C.P. Srivastava,
Secretary—General of’ the International Maritime Organization in
London. He is also Chairman of the Board of the WMU. The Board
has met in the Malmö City Hall for two days to discuss important
questions regarding the university’s future.

It was in 1983 that the university began. The little over 300
students who have either already graduated or are still studying
here represent no less than 80 different developing countries.

And it is mainly for the sake of developing countries — though
also for the world’s marine environment at large — that the
university came to be.

For the well—qualified

The aim of the education is to teach already trained marine
officials more about safety at sea and how to avoid pollution of
the maritime environment, i.e. the water where one sails.

“We have to have global cooperation on this front”,
Mr. C.P. Srivastava says.

The education is for two years and at present 85 students are
enrolled every year, although the intention is that this shall be
100.

Developed countries, such as Sweden, have no need to send
students to the university, here we already have the advanced
technical know—how that is needed.

“Developed countries want to educate officers and engineers
but they have no teachers”, Mr. C.P. Srivastava says.

Under the UN

The WMU comes under the UN and from there a suitable country
in which to locate this education was sought. Sweden, and Malmö,
offered their services and that’s the way it came about.
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“Malmb’s good reputation is known throughout the world,” the
Secretary—General says.

Those who study here have reached high positions in their
respective home countries. Furthermore, they have made friends
from all over the world, which can be the foundation for true
global cooperation.

Lacks money

If only the university’s financial situation had been better
everything had been perfect according to the Secretary—General,
Mr. Srivastava.

The university “costs” 5.2 million dollars according to the
budget for next year. Of this sum the Swedish state pays a third.
Malmö provides free premises. The UN’s contribution is 1.2 million
dollars and Norway’s 500.000.

“These are the three big contributors”, the Secretary—General
says.

Over and above these, sponsors and contributors are sought
among governments, international organizations, shipping companies,
private persons — in fact everywhere.

Appeal for help

One group of those developing countries from where the
students come can afford to foot the bill themselves, the others
cannot.

One student “costs 13.000 dollars here. And
Mr. C.P. Srivastava is at present appealing to each and all to
support the university. One can pay for one student, two, three,
however many one can and will.

At its meeting the Board adopted the first Five—Year Plan,
which shall be on—going. The five year plan will be amongst other
things an “insurance” for the university’s continued operation.

“We are extremely pleased that many international
organizations with maritime connections are now attracted to
Malmö”, the Rector of WMU Mr. Erik Nordstrom says. Several have
already held or have decided to hold future seminars and annual
meetings in MalmO and then in cooperation with the WMU.

Article in Arbetet 27 June 1986.
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