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Second Graduation of Students at World
Maritime University (WMU)
Gunther Zade,
Vice Rector and Academic Dean
World Maritime University Malmö, Sweden
Sixty students of the WMU re
ceived their Master of Science-de
grees after two years of postgradu
ate studies at the WMU in one of the
six specializations Technical Man
agement of Shipping Companies,
Maritime Education and Training
(Nautical and Marine Engineering),
Maritime
Safety
Administration
Nautical and Marine Engineering)
md General Maritime Administra
tion. Ten students were awarded a
diploma after the successful comple
tion of a one-year course*). The
graduation ceremony took place in
the City Hall of Malmö, Sweden, on
10 December 1985. Degrees an di
plomas were handed to the seventy
studentsbyMr. C. P. Srivastava,
Chancellor of the WMU, Chairman of
:ts Board of Governors and Secre
iary-General of IMO. Speakers on
the occasion were Mr. Srivastava,
the Under-Secretary of State of the
Swedish Ministry of Transport and
Communications, Mrs. M. S u n d
St r o m, the Chairman of the Malmö
City Council, Mr. P. Li e d h 01 m,
Rector and Vice Rector of the WMU,
Messrs. E. Nor d s t r o m and G.
Zade and Mr. I. 0. Akinsoji,
‘hairman of the Student Council.
-

Students take senior positions
Many of the first sixty-eight
graduates of the WMU, who received
their degrees on 9 July 1985 and re
turned to their home countries
shortly thereafter, have already ta
ken positions of senior responsibility
in shipping companies, maritime
icademies, maritime safety ad
ministrations and maritime ad
r.inistrations. Four of the first
graduates were members of their
national delegations to the IMO-As
sembly in November 1985. Gradu
ates occupy positions as e.g. fleet
manager, marketing manager or
head of personnel in a shipping com
pany, deputy director or head of
nautical or marine engineering de
partment in academies, director of a
S. a. ,,Hansa” Nr. 1-211986, S. 136.
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maritime safety administration or
senior ship surveyor, head of depart
ment or other senior positions in
maritime administrations of their
countries. On 9 December this year
about seventy students are expected
to graduate from the two-year post
graduate courses. Students from
seventy-four countries will then
have completed their studies at the
WMU, three and a half years after its
inauguration on 4 July 1983.

Teaching language English
It is a result of the most impressive
support to the work and achieve
ments of the WMU from all over the
world that the number of annual stu
dent intake is to be increased to one
hundred in 1987. Already this year
about eighty students will take up
their studies in Malmö. Nearly half of
them attend the ten-week Intensive
English Language Programme that
has begun on 7 January. The lan
guage of the WMU is English and all
students are expected to have a good
proficiency in English at the begin
ning of their two-year courses on 17
March 1986. The achieving of this ob
jective is facilitated both by the en
trance requirements and the highly
qualified English language lecturers
of the WMU. Students of five of the
six courses are expected to hold the
highest certificate of competency in
either the deck or engine branch.
Students for the course in General
Maritime Administration may enter
the WMU with the academic degree
of Bachelor. In addition to the tenweek Intensive English Language
Programme exists an eight-week In
tensive Programme that is taken by
students with a low proficiency in
English prior to the ten-week Pro
gramme.

Finance
Students of the WMU have come
until now from developing countries.
They are from Argentina and Pana
ma, from Algeria and Zambia, from
China and the Philippines and nearly
seventy other countries. The Board
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of Governors of the WMU has agreed
in its meeting in June 1985 that up to
10 % of the students can join from
developed countries. Students from
such countries will have to pay for
the travelling to and from Malmö, for
the living in Sweden and other per
sonal costs in addition to tuition
costs. The latter
result
from
academic operation, administration
and staff costs.
Students from developing coun
tries are expected to bring a scholar
ship of USD 13,000 per year to the
WMU by which the nontuition ex
penses can be covered. The tuition
costs for these students are paid
from financial contributions which
are mainly received from Sweden.
The United Nations Development
Programme and Norway, and to a
smaller extent from a number of
other countries. A considerable
number of scholarships is paid by the
students countries. The sending
countries are expected to pay the
salary that the student has received
at home prior to joining the WMU to
the Student’s family during his abs
ence for studies in Malmö. The
largest number of fellowships from a
single country is granted by the
Federal Republic of Ger
m an y from bilateral co-operation
funds of the Federal Ministry of
Economic Co-operation through the
Carl-Duisberg-Society in Cologne.
The recurrent financing of the
WMU gave raise to concern in the be
ginning of its existence. The WMU is
on a much safer footing now with the
indication of the main sponsors to increase their financial support and
with the growing tendency in other
countries and organization to make
their financial contribution to the
WMU a recurrent one. There is
reason for being satisfied with the
financing for the five-year period
1987— 1991.

Recognition of achievements
The indicated increase in financial
support can be taken as a sign of the
recognition and appreciation which
the work and achievements of the
WMU have gained in a rather short
period. The WMU has already to a
considerable extent met the expec
tations of the maritime authorities,
institutions and organizations in de
veloping countries that it would take
187

the role of an apex institution in ad
vanced maritime training. Interna
tional Seminars for Heads of
Maritime Training Institutions in
September 1984 and for Heads of
Maritime Administrations in August
r
1985 have attracted numerous senio
maritime experts to Malmb. A centre
for specialized short courses has
been opened as a branch of the WMU
in October 1985 at the Dalian Marine
College in the People’s Republic of
China. The WMU will host a Seminar
on Ship Safety and Marine Survey
ing on 8 and 9 May this year that is
being organized together with the
Nautical Institute in London. Profes
sors and visiting professors of the
WMU will figure prominently in the
on
conference
biennial
next
Maritime Education and Training of
the International Maritime Lectur
ers’ Association (IMLA) in Kotka,
Finland, 22-24 September 1986.
The University of Wales Institute
of Science and Technology (UWIST)
as well as the University of Paris I
have recognized the Master of Sci
ence-degree of the WMU as entrance
qualification for doctorate studies.

Visiting professors
The achievements of the WMU
have also been spread by the about
seventy visiting professors who have
given lectures to students in Malmö.
These professors are eminent ex
perts in various maritime subjects.
They come from any countries and
serve without fee. They supplement
the work of the rather small resident
staff of eight professors and three
lecturers from together ten coun
tries. The visiting professors repre
sent a blend of highly qualified
experience
and
academicians
maritime professionals.

Field studies
It indicates the practial bias of the
studies at the WMU that students,
depending on their course, receive
on-the-job training or gain experi
ence on field trips in countries with
an advanced maritime infrastructu
re. Students have visited Canada,
Denmark, Finland, France, German
Democratic Republic, Greece, Fed
eral Republic of Germany, Iceland,
Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, Spain, Sweden, United
ia
Kingdom, USSR, U.S.A., Yugoslav
t
mos
.
The
tries
coun
r
othe
and a few
useful support that the WMU has
been given and can expect to receive
for such training can be called mag
nificent.

Co-operation with maritime
institutions and experts in the
FRG
Students of the two marine en
gineering courses in Maritime Safety
a
Administration and Maritime Educ
ved
recei
have
ing
train
tion and

training in ship automation in Flens
burg. Students of the course for
prospective nautical lecturers have
attended shiphandling simulator
training in Hamburg and advanced
ing
tanker operation and safety train
in Bremen. Some students of the
ty
nautical course in Maritime Safe
Administration have visited the
of
Germanischer Lloyd, the ports
Be
Seethe
en,
Brem
and
Hamburg
German
rufsgenossenschaft, the
sche
Deut
the
e,
Offic
phic
rogra
Hyd
Geseflschaft zur Rettung Schiff
brUchiger and a number of other in
stitutions. The visits and the training
were jointly organized by the Ham
burg office of the Cari-Duisberg
Society, the Bundesministerium für
Verkehr, Abteilung Seeverkehr, the
receiving institutions and the WMU.
They have become succesful through
the most generous support of numer
ous maritime experts to the WMU.

The flourishing and mutually be
the
neficial co-operation between
and
WMU and maritime institutions
b
organizations in the Federal Repu
ed.
lic of Germany is highly appreciat
al
A further development of these
con
ready excellent relationships is
sidered useful by both sides. The in
terest of the WMU lies mainly in the
taking advantage of the advanced
maritime infrastructure and the ex
pertise of visiting professors from
.
Bremen, Flensburg and Hamburg
time
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