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The Weorld Maritime Universiiy

Training professionals in the specialities needed
lo mandyge feels o ciaiyging nations.

¢ ¢ @ apivotal link in the international system

for training in the maritime sector

¢ ¢ o tocomplement, supplement, and strengthen
training activities now being carried out

in the developing countries v @ «

With ships from developing countries
now comprising ahour eleven pereent of
the world merchant fleet, there is an un-
preeedented need for training maritime
specialists—the administrators,
teachers, inspeetors, and other officials
erucial to a nation’s shipping industry.
This need for training ltas not been 7
averlooked, as Qaptain Patrick Kemokal
of Sierra Leone, and Captain George
Pimentel of the Philippines will attest.
Last summer, these men left high-level
< positions in their native lands to attend
{ THE WORLD MARITIME UNIVER .the recently established World Maritime.
R b A 0 vl University, and two years of study for
graduate degrees in the nautieal
specialities their assignnients will re-
quire in the future,

Captains Kemokai and Pimentel are
among the seventy-three officials with
formal education and seafaring experi-
once who teaveled Prom forty-two ¢oun-
tries to Malmo, Sweden, to enter the
opening classes of the university in July
1982, Each enrollee met requirements for
admission to the World Maritime Uni-
versity, which was developed under the
auspiees of the International Maritime
Organization, a specialized United
Nations ageney charged with formulat-

(1]

ing worldwide standards to suppuri
maritime safety, and to prevent waritinie
pollution. Selection of the port city ot
Malmo as the site for the university
marks a change in the tradition of
maritime edueation. The new institutioi
has taken over the buildings of a Swedish
Merchant Marine Academy founded 11
1841, and those studying in university
classrooms are no longer young men al
the beginning of their maritime careems

Captain Kemokai, for example, lefi hia
African homeland for the maritime eda
cation offered in Bremen, Germuny,
where he received his shipuasters cer.
tificate fifteen years ago. e roturned
home some years later, and was serving as
harbor master in Freetown, the Sierra
Leone capital, when the govertitient
Ministry of Transport and Commii.
cations asked him to take a conese in
waritime safety ndministration in
Malmo. Captain Pimentel, a Philippane
Merchant Marine Acadeny deun wath)
eight years experience at sen annd eight as
a teacher, was chosen by the aeadeiy
president to study for a master ol
seience degree in maritine education.

Asexplained in the 96-pige university
eatalog, the course inmaritinme sufety
administration foeuses on the snrvey and
Inspection of ships, conducting mrvidei
investigations, and examining merchant
seamen for competency. Some ol Hiew:
topies are touched upon in the cur-
riculum for a maritime education degrev,
but this course is designed especiaily 10
provide maritime training institutions 1.
developing countries with mort of thewr
own teachers, and lessen their Jupren-
dence on forcign expertise,

Completion of the vther two-year cur
ricula offered by the World Maritime
University will lead to a master of s
ence degree in maritime adminisi ration
or in technical management of shippm-,;
companies. The marine administ rat i
program, which is designed to improve
government maritime administralion,
includes a variety of courses inshipping




economics, national and international
safety, marine pollution regulations, and
the relationship between ship design and
international marine classification. Spe-
ciul emphasis in the study for amaster of
science degree in technical management
of shipping companies is placed on
maritime economics, personnel supervi-
sion, and the safe operation of ships.

Also offered are one-year courses, in-
cluding a refresher course in maritime
safety administration, and a program
that reviews recent developients in
shipboard operations for the technical
staff of shipping eompanies. A number
of shorter courses, ranging from four to
six weeks in length, deal with the poten-
tial problems posed by oil, chemieal, and
liquified natural gas carriers as well as
th~ hipping of dangerous cargoes. Those
attending will be qualified to conduct
training aboard ship on these subjeets.

Programs at Malmo are taught by a
faculty that includes the school’s Rector,

“essor Solve Arvedson of Sweden,
aliu seven other professors from as many
countries: United States, Britain, West
Germany, Japan, India, Egypt, and
Norway. In addition to this full-time
staff, the University has made plans for
more than one hundred cxperts from
around the world to give lectures or short
courses in their specialities.

After two years of study at the World
Maritime University, Captain Pimentel
hopes to return home “ to educate :
higher quality of officer,” while Captain
Kemokai expects “ to improve my coun-
try’s ability to train officers, as well as
surveyors, and to generally improve the
operations of the port authority.” These
ut L illustrate some of the gaps in tech-
uology that separate the shipping fleet of
iin emerging nation from that of a tra-
ditional seafaring eountry. As C.P,
Srivastava, Secretary-General of the
[l mational Maritime Organization,
writes in his foreword to the World
Maritime University catalog: * We are
determined that the University will play

v © o aninternational centre tor advanced study
tor high level

specialized personnel in developing countries ¢ ¢ o
including maiitime teuchers,

suUtveyors, inspedors, lechnical managers,

and maritime administraiors ¢ v w

its assigned prominent role in fostering
the transfer of advaneed naritime tech-
nology to developing countries and help-
ing them to beecome more self-reliant in
maritime affairs.”

Mr, Srivastava campaigued for for-
mation of this university since 1976. 'To-
day; he chairs a forty-member board of
governors charged with supporting the
“determination” cited in his catalogne
foreword by reviewing the nuiversity
budget, and school activities on a yearly
basis. Among those sitting on the board is
Edwin M. Hood, president emeritus of
the Shipbuilders Council of America,
who was appointed by United States
President Ronald Reagan. * My job in
this case is aequainting people in the
maritime community with the objeetives
of the University, which should benetit us
all,” Mr. Hood says.

Other prominent members of the
shipping community who volunteered
their serviees as guest leeturers, “ are
providing a valuable service, because
they come to us direetly from their jobs,”
says Rector Arvedson. “These working
men are able to provide our students with
timely information about developments
that our faculty, and certainly our books,
may not be privy to.”

For John T. Gilbride, chairman of
Todd Shipyards Corporation, “this is a
very desirable initiative.” Mr. Gilbride, a
member of the Management Committee
and the Board of Managers at the Amer-
ican Bureau of Shipping, volunteered to
deliver a guest lecture on shipbuilding at
Malmo sometime later this year. Other
membersof the ABS Board of Managers
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have already spoken to the students, in-

cluding Andrew K. Gibson, a former
head of the United States Maritime Ad-
ministration, and most recently
president of Delta Steamship Lines, In-
corporated; and Captain Richard T.
Soper, Executive Vice President of Sea-
Land Service, Incorporated.

Mr. Gibson described trade poliey,
trade economies, and the importance of
strategic planning in the operation of a
shipping company. Captain Soper, how-
ever, was the first guest leeturer to ap-
pear, and Captain Keomaki charac-
terized his week of presentations “as a
fine, detailed way to get this program
started.” Captain Soper’s presentation
traced the history of maritime develop-
ment from the early nineteenth eentury
to the present, and touched on marine
power sourees, ship construction, tech
nology, and the way, sone major non-
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Myr. Bohlman discussed ways of mak-
ing container shipping work for emerg-
ing eountries that believe the system is
beyond their current reach. He suggest-
ed, for instance, that the overland trans-
port of eontainers could be done by any
available means—including animal-
drawn carts.

The intermodalism this picture repre-
sents was the subject of a one-day
presentation offered by Mr. Ingram, who
stys that disenssion of hoth historieal de-
velopment and current operations
“seemed to make our university audience
aware of how quickly the world maritime
pieture ehanged sinee the emergence of
container shipping. And they are now
viewing this in relation to their own
maritime proecedures.”

But Captain Soper says his recent ex-
perience went beyond elass instruetion,
“Not only did we leetnre for three honrs
each morning, but we lived in dor-
mitories, often dined with members of
our classroom audience, and rode the
buses to and from class with them. Our
dialogues never truly ended with theend
of an instruction period.

“What I found here was a different
type of education and a different typeof
institution, with students—experienced
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the State University of New York at
Buffalo who developed the conrse for
Malmo. * Here we have to make Chines
able to speak with Africans—Dbe-

cause they might need to understad
one another under pressure someday.”

According to Professor Dunnett,

* What gets the student through this is
extremely liigh motivation, because ull
World Maritime University classes are
taught in English, and if students canna
master the language, they cannot follow
the eourses.”

The World Maritime University cur-
riculum is expected to bring as many us
one hundred and fifty new students to
the Malmo facilities this year from de-
veloping countries, which are asked 10
cover the annual training cost for each
individual with a ten-thousand-dollar
tuition-—ifthe money isait
st mrtheprgs e r
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lars, and a shortfall of nearly one half
milion dolars still exists, despite a wide
range of support. For example, interest
in the university prompted an annual
pledge of eight hundred thousand dol-
lars from the United Nations Develop-
ment Program, and an additional one
million dollars per year from Sweden.
Subsequent finaneial support came from
a number of other maritime nations, in-
cluding Norway, Denmark, France,
Italy, Greece, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia.
Enthusiastic backing came from the
city of Malino, whose officials gave the
university a home in the former mer-
chant marine academy. And the location
will remain the professional home of
Professor Arvedson, who was named
Rector of the Malmo academy in 1962.
Also with the Malmo school comes its
vne-hundred-and-ten-foot research ship,

tow natned WHUO! in honor of the Uni-
versity. Professor Arvedson says the ves-
sel rated at 240 deadweight tons, “is very

nportant. We use it as a floating lab, to
study navigation equipment, fuel sep-
aration, cominunication—a variety of
necessary things.”

To provide students with a place to
live, the city renovated a building with
one hundred and fifty-nine apartments,
each including a kitechen and bath, plus
laundry facilities, and a sauna—for ex-
clusive use of university students and

" their dependerits.

Contributions more in line with the
professional purpose of the university
were made by electronies manufacturers,
who installed their latest devicesin a
simulated pilot house atop a five-story
“wiversity building. Conventional radar,
and automatie radar plotting aids, as

* well as communieations equipment, fill
this research center that looks across the
busy Ore Sound at Copenhagen.

“The location itself is a gift,” says Pro-
«essor Arvedson. “ Not only is there a
big shipyard nearby, but Malmo is so
close to the Baltic and North Seas it will
be very easy for our instructors to take
field trips to a variety of shipyards and
study new technologies.”

Actual creation of the graduate school
behind these studies began in November
1981, when the Assembly of the one-
hundred-and-twenty-five-member
International Maritime Organization
met in the ageney’s London, England,
headquarters to vote unanimous ap-
proval of the university projeet. Since

then, finaneial support has been secured;
operations facilitieshave been provided;
an operational staff appointed; extensive
curricula developed, and a charter pre-
pared. Barely fifteen months had passed
between the start of the project and the
formal signing by the Secretary-General
of the International Maritime Organiza-
tion, and the Swedish Ambassador in
London, Lief LeifLand, of an agreement
that starts with an explanation of the

sehool ission: " The Worlil Miiline
University shall be the international
maritime institution for the training of
senior specialist maritime personnel in
various aspects of shipping and related
fields concerning the improvement of
maritime safety, the protection of the
marine environment, and the efficiency
of international shipping . . .”

Following approval by the Swedish
govermment, this Agreement became ef-
feetive on May 1,1983. Six weeks later,
the first class arrived at the University. A
breakdown of the student population of-
fersa good representation of the develop-
ing world the institution was designed
for—thirty-eight are from Afriea,
twenty-three from Asia, and twelve from
Latin America. ¥ JEFFREY E, STOLL

o v v atthe same time serve

to strengthen the capacity of developing countries

to participate more fully ¢ v o

with greater reliance on their own nationals

¢ o o in world shipping activities
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